considers the recurrence rate a more important index of the efficacy of treatment and the dominant factor here was radiation dosage. Dosage of less than 3,000 rontgens in three to four weeks (or its biological equivalent) was more likely to be followed by recurrence.
Traditionally the initial radiotherapy has usually been delivered cautiously from fear of precipitating radiation cedema. The author marshals evidence both clinical and experimental that a therapeutically pusillaminous approach may be inappropriate: he suggests that there is a greater danger from inadequate dosage than from aedema. In order to obtain greater insight into the hemodynamics of the problem and their possible influence on treatment, contrast phlebography was performed in 58 cases and considerable information was gained as to the site or sites of obstruction, which could be anywhere between the superior vena cava and the subclavian veins. Any such information is of great value to the radiotherapist in enhancing the accuracy and effectiveness of treatment.
This account of a carefully conducted investigation will interest all concerned with the investigation and treatment of intrathoracic tumours. It is well produced but although the section on phlebography is well illustrated would not that on anatomy have benefited from at least one illustration ?
ARTHUR JONES Clinical Capillary Microscopy by Eli Davis Msc mD mRcp(Lond) and Jacob Landau MD pp xi+231 illustrated $25.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1966 This attractive book appears to be an attempt by two distinguished authors to summarize twenty years' intensive study of the minute blood vessels of the nailfold, skin, bulbar conjunctiva, tongue, lip and gingiva. The authors have investigated 15,000 patients with a wide range of vascular disorders as well as 1,500 healthy individuals, and have included in this volume about 300 excellent microphotographs of capillaries and venules selected from their 5,500 photographs. These have been beautifully printed on glossy paper and must surely rank among the best published in this field. The authors justifiably suggest that this book might be a useful photographic 'atlas' for less experienced workers in this field. They rightly emphasize that capillary microscopy, while clinically helpful and certainly fascinating, is rarely of diagnostic significance.
This volume is beautifully produced, comprehensive, and contains well over 200 useful references, yet it is frustrating to read. Perhaps due to limitation of space, the authors have not really parted with much of their vast experience. In spite of its promising title, this book is only an introduction to the subject. The beginner will look in vain for adequate technical details, especially of illumination and photography.
It is disappointing that the sections dealing with experimental observations and functional studies are scanty and that hardly any attempt has been made to investigate or discuss the significance of small vessel morphology in the wide range of disorders covered.
The complete absence of skin disorders is a surprising and disappointing omission. However, the chapter on acrocyanosis is particularly good and opportunity for its study seems to be as good in Israel as in this country.
A considerable number of grammatical errors have crept into the scanty but mostly clear text. I shall look forward to a much expanded and improved second edition of this important work. London: Pitman Medical This small book begins with useful information about the general principles of cryotherapy and the methods of producing low temperatures by means of various cryogenic instruments; then it proceeds to describe the effects of freezing on ocular tissues, especially on the lens, followed by an outline of the developmental anatomy and biochemistry of the lensall this occupies nearly half the book. Then follows a description of the basic principles of cryoextraction of cataracts and the special indication and advantages of this method, with details of surgical procedure and possible post-operative complications.
There is a chapter on retinal detachment in general, followed by the principles of cryotherapy in the treatment of this condition and, finally, a chapter on cryotherapy of miscellaneous eye diseases which includes a brief description of J I Barraquer's operation of keratomileusis (sculpture of the cornea) whereby a lamellar portion of the cornea is removed, frozen and then ground on a lathe so as to alter its curvature, and finally rapidly thawed and replaced in the patient's cornea, firmly fixed by means of a contact lens held in place by sutures fixed to the corneal limbus. The main indication for this operation appears to be for the correction of myopic anisometropia. The author also touches on the use of cryotherapy in such conditions as dendritic keratitis, post-operative epithelial downgrowth, iris prolapse, pterygium and corneal edema in aphakia due to vitreous adhesions to the cornea. There seems no end to the possible uses of this technique of cryotherapy, which was first used by Bietti in 1932 in the treatment of retinal detachment (Bietti G, 1933, Boll. Oculist. 13, 576) .
The references given at the end of each chapter are excellent, the diagrams are clear but the photographs showing the operative procedure of cryoextraction of cataract are poor.
The book would be all the better for some judicious pruning; for instance, details of pre-and post-operative examination and treatment are not peculiar to the method of cryotherapy and in any case must vary according to the type of patient and the views of the surgeon. These might well have been omitted. Likewise avoidance of repetition could have curtailed the book.
The author, who is one of the pioneers in this comparatively new form of ocular therapy, is to be congratulated on a useful and informative handbook which will be welcomed by all practising ophthalmologists.
T gnostic aids such as radioisotope scanning and echo-encephalography and operative methods. The authors' realization that pediatric neurosurgery is not simply the neurosurgery of small adults is reflected in the 889 excellent illustrations, every one of which is related to children and is not borrowed from adult practice. The list of acknowledgments shows that no pains have been spared in order to obtain the most instructive example for illustration. Juxtaposition of (for example) clinical photograph, X-ray, line drawing and photomicrograph enhances the value of the book greatly, especially for those who are unable to read German.
This large volume contains many admirable up-to-date references with a more than usually generous proportion of those in English. Some of the important omissions are, however, rather startling. Neurosurgeons will continue to refer to this book for a long time to come. The subject with which it deals is, like medicine in general, changing rapidly and it is doubtful if the success of this encyclopedic documentation of pediatric surgery could ever be repeated in the future.
KENNETH TILL
The Pathology of Diabetes Mellitus by Shields Warren mD SCD LLD, Philip M LeCompte MD and Merle A Legg MD pp 528 illustrated 123s 6d London: Henry Kimpton 1966 It is now some fifteen years since the previous and third edition of this book which is well established as an authoritative information source on the pathological aspects of diabetes mellitus. This edition has been extensively re-written and revised in both its text material and references. In separate chapters the book covers the pathological changes, in both individual organs and body systems, associated with diabetes. There are also useful chapters reviewing wider subjects such as infection, arteriosclerosis and cancer in diabetes, as well as reviews of such subjects as heemochromatosis, hyperinsulinism and experimental diabetes, the emphasis throughout being on histological aspects.
There is a short 14-page chapter by Dr Albert E Renold on intermediary metabolism in diabetes, which covers both the metabolic consequences of insulin lack and the mode of action of insulin. Although the book is essentially a text on the pathological or histological aspects of diabetes, it seems a pity that this chapter could not have been made more comprehensive, as in its brevity both the text and the illustrations are complex and difficult to follow. There are, however, many references to be found in the text of other chapters to both the metabolic consequences of insulin lack and its mode of action. The only other criticism of this otherwise excellent book is that no actual reference is given to the report of the synthesis of crystalline insulin by the Chinese workers, apart from a brief footnote (p 374).
This book is essentially for the morbid anatomist or clinician interested in the morbid anatomical or histological aspects of diabetes. The text is well illustrated throughout with many excellent photomicrographs of histological material, although some of the colour plates have not reproduced well. It provides an authoritative, well illustrated current reference work on the pathological aspects of diabetes mellitus.
